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T would like to talk with you Eonlg'ﬁﬂb'dﬁt; g

i“the fallout effects of the Vietnamess war in
i three areas—our relations with the Bovist

1" - The ldeological anpect of the Vietnamese
. & war 1s slowly undermining good relations
between the United States and Eastern Eu-
‘rope. The detente whose progress was gen-
" erating such optimism hardly more 1
year ago has been arrested eand a‘ulow,
> steady eroslon has set in. ' : :

w

" future course and scale of the war it Viet-
-nam., .
i° The principal reason why things are not a
“Jot worse than they are is the restraint
. shown by the Russlans with respect to the
" war, They. are providing the North Vietna.
", mese with a steady flow of supplies, includ-
: Ing the ground-to-alr missiles that are used
b against American alrcratt, but they show no
“inclination to participate diredtly in the war
[ and even thelr anti-Amerlcan. propagands is
'‘comparatively miild . . . ’ '
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"t  As long as the Vietnamess war is fought

1, on its present scale, the Russians may re-

i main essentially outside of the confiict—al-

¥ though that is by no means certain. But if!
- {the war is significantly expanded, the Rus-

! stana will be brought under mounting Chinese

} cans devastate a Soviet ally. With thelr
\ prestige thus impalred, fear could give way

¥

the war.

. For the present, the main fallout effect of
i the war on East-West relations is the loss of
. 1 thé opportunities associated with the Ameri-
“can
“The significance of that loss is great indeed;

~: _ it amounts fo the suspension of progress to-:

;f'wa.rd normaj relations between the two great
» natfons which hold the power of lifte and
; death over all of humanity.. ot
¥ ‘. & & .
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- ..pean allies are more difficult to assess.

§ 'The'most obvious fact is that. our major
3a'll|es _ute not supporting us In Vietnam.
", There sre thres possible explanations for,

i‘.u_leir refusal to participate in the war, each |
] g ot which, if valid, suggests that there i»

omething wrong .with American polley.:
A .';ifn'.l‘-u.u‘fa.\u.. PRSP MIETIUN I RS PLTNS WS R

';‘Unlon and Eastern Europe, relations with,
‘ pur allles in Western Europs and the ln-f\z' B A R RN
. ternal impact within the United States ... .§ . . . RV
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M How far it will go, and with what un.’
{ tortunate résults, will be determined by the

to anger, and the Russians might then take'
. %the enormous risk of direct intervention. in,

policy of building bridges to the FEast.:

‘-vl\'i\vt',:.?

* FI—

14

!
'1

1

[
;

| does not matter, from the viewpoint of their
" own security, who.wins the Vietnamese war.
Or, secondly, they may believe  that thelr

in becoming 'involved because the United
. #Rusk doctrine,” 1s unilaterally committed

‘world and will take all the risks and ac-
“cept all the costs regardless of what any-
Jone else doea.| ‘ o

.. And finally, our allles may have 'judged
i'that it is nelther necessary nor possible for

| a Wenstern army fto fight a successful land

Tt is contended by American policy-

I"makers that ff the United States makes:
. 'major concessions In Vietnam' the credibll- :

‘ ity of our other gusrantees and. commit-
"ments will be undermined -and  countries

_l.which depend on Amerlcan support, from

| Thaliand to Germany, will lose falth-in the
|United States, .- . "~ N

" womething in this but ot much. In fact,

Fto worry about’ an undue Amerlcan preoc«

fivided that withdrawal were orderly and

s “based on & negotiated agreement. . .+
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* The effects of the Vietnamese war ow| . ' * oo .
{ America’s relations with its Western Buro- |-

“the internal life of the United States in two
important ways: It has diverted our ener.
gies from the Great Soclety program which
‘began so promisingly 'a year ago, and it has
generated the beginning of & war fever in
_the minds ot the Amgrlca,n\peoph and thelr
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‘First, they may believe that it simply [

- wecurity is affected but there Is no point ’
“ Gtates, -under what has been celled the~

- to.resist any and all threats to the free .

-*somehow  be drawn from an expanding

“war on the Asian ‘mainland and that their’,
! gecurity, and ours, can be 'detended from:
| the ialands and waters off the coast of Asia -
| where our sea and aly, power is dominant,

£ As M., L. Mencken once said, thers is !
‘|the minds. of our people and leaders; it 1s
fmany of America’s allles are more in¢iined -

| cupation with Vietnam than to fear the cone
- pequences of an American withdrawal, pro- .

Thé war n southeast Asta has affected '
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. Despite brave talk asbout having both
Joguns and butter,”” . . . my own view ls
.that there i3 a kind of madness in the facile
‘assumption that we can raise the many bll-
.lions of dollars necessary to rebulld our 1
pchools and citles and public transport and .
eliminate the pollution of air and water while
Aalso spending tens of billions to finance an
*open-ended’’ war in Asia,

" 'But even At the material resources can '

economy, I do not think that the spirit
| resources will long be forthcomiing trom
| angty and disappointed people.

There s & kind of Gresham's law.
of public pollcy: fear drives out hope, se-.
curity precedes welfare and ‘it is only to |
|the extent that a couhtry is successful In:
‘the prevention ot bad things that it is set’
{tree to concentrate on those pursuits which
pring happiness into the lives of its 'people. '

The turning away from these pursuits after
|'vo brief an interlude is the first.and at pres-
"’ent more conspicuous fallout effect of the
.« war'on American life. - :

{+ 'The mecond, and potentiaily more dam- -
aging, id the stirring up of \a war fever In.

a

R

e

only just now getting under way, but as the
'war goes on, a8 the casualty lista grow longer .’
and sffect more and more American homes,
the fever will rise and the patience of the !
Amerlcan peopls will give way to mount.-
ing demands for an expanded war, ‘for a-
lightning blow that will get it over with at |
8 strokes 4 o, ot T

‘Amerlen is showing some signs of that |
falal presumption, that overextension of pow-
| et and_mission, which brought ruin to.an-
cient Athens, to Napoleonie, France and to
Narzl Germany. The process has hardly be- .
gun, but the war which we ure now fighting -
.can only accelerats SR R SNEN IS
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